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Rule  Heading Justification Revised Rule 

1. 
1.1.3  

EVENTS 
Childs/Junior Classes 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

Childs/Junior classes are for riders 5 years and under 18 years on the 1st January of each year 

(excluding Leading Rein). First Ridden Pony/Hunter Ponies to be ridden by a child 5 years and under 

12 years of age. Small Pony/Hunter Ponies are to be ridden by a child 14 years and under. The classes 

are to be judged on the suitability of the horse to be ridden by a child. 

 

 

 

1.3.1 f) Code of Conduct for 

the welfare of the 

horse 

Training and 

Prepartion 

 f) Sensory Hairs - Please refer to the current EA General Regulations Article 141 Protection of 
Horses.  
Horse’s sensory hairs may not be clipped and/or shaven or otherwise modified in any way 
under penalty of elimination from the event. Individual sensory hairs may be removed by a 
veterinarian to prevent pain or discomfort for the Horse. Areas of hair that must be clipped, 
shaven or removed to allow veterinary treatment are exempt from this rule. 

 

FOR REFERENCE: EA General Regulations as of 1st January 2025: 
 
Article 141 - Protection of Horses  

1. In cases of a Horse’s illness or injury during an Event the Ground Jury will decide, after consulting 
the Veterinary Delegate or Commission, whether the Horse may continue in that or subsequent 
Competitions.  

2. A Horse’s sensory hairs may not be clipped and/or shaven or otherwise modified in any way nor 
may the hair in the auricles be removed or shortened within the rims of the auricle under penalty 
of elimination from the event. Individual sensory hairs may be removed by a veterinarian to 
prevent pain or discomfort for the Horse.  

3. Areas of hair that must be clipped, shaven or removed to allow veterinary treatment are exempt 
from this rule. Veterinary treatments are exempt from this rule.   

4. Horses found competing with clipped/shaven/otherwise modified sensory hairs will be eliminated 
from the event .  

5. From 1st January 2025, horses found competing with hair in the auricles removed or shortened 
within the rims of the auricle will be issued a recorded warning and from 1st July 2025 will be 
eliminated from the event. 
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2.3.2 
 

 
 
2.3.2.1 

First Ridden 

Show/Show Hunter 

Pony 

Definition 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

A First Ridden Show/Show Hunter Pony is one which is suitable as the first pony for a child once able 

to ride without a lead rein. It must therefore still be a calm and very well mannered pony with suitable 

paces to give the rider confidence. Ponies not to exceed 12.2hh and the riders must be 5 years and 

under 12 years old. The ideal pony will have show quality and type but be safe and confidence giving; 

a pony that will transition from lead rein to open ridden classes. The pony must be willing and 

obedient to the rider's requests. Ponies must be shown in a snaffle bridle and, on the circle should 

only be shown at walk and trot. First Ridden Ponies are not to be cantered on the circle. The rider 

may carry a whip or cane of length not exceeding 75cms. No spurs allowed. Cantering is permitted in 

the workout but should be limited and as part of a very simple workout. 

 
3. 
 

 
3.1 

DRESS, SADDLERY 
AND EQUIPMENT 

Show Horse and 

Childs/Junior Classes – 

Hack, Galloway, Pony, 

First Ridden and 

Newcomer 

 

 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 
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3. 
 

 
 
3.2 

DRESS, SADDLERY 
AND EQUIPMENT 
(Cont’d) 

Show Hunter and 

Childs/Junior Classes – 

Hack, Galloway, Pony, 

First Ridden and 

Newcomer 

 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

 

5. STATE HORSE OF THE 
YEAR AND RIDER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

5.3 Show Horse, Show Hunter, First Ridden and Leading Rein Classes 

5.5.1 Childs and First Ridden Classes 

5.6 HOTY Open classes, Show Horse, Show Hunter, Childs/Junior, First Ridden, Leading Rein 

Classes and Rider Classes Horses/Ponies must be 

5.7.1  

Show Horse, Show Hunter, Childs/Junior, First Ridden and Leading Rein - If a horse has competed in 

a qualifying class at an EA HOTY in the current year in another State it is not eligible to compete in 

another EAHOTY in the same calendar year. 

5.8 International HOY Show Horse, Show Hunter, Childs/Junior, First Ridden and Leading Rein 

 

 

5.8 International HOY Show Horse, Show Hunter, Childs/Junior, First Ridden and Leading Rein 
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5. 
 
 

 
5.9.8 

STATE HORSE OF THE 
YEAR AND RIDER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

State Show Horse and 
Rider Championships 
Classes (table) 

 

 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

SHOW HUNTER & CHILDS/JUNIOR CLASSES LEADING REIN & FIRST RIDDEN CLASSES 

Small Show Pony 12hh and under (rider 14 years and under) Leading Rein Pony Hack 12hh and under (rider to 

be 5 years and under 8 years) 

First Ridden Show Pony not exceeding 12.2hh 

(rider to be 5 and under 12 years of age)  

Medium Show Pony over 12hh and not exceeding 13hh 

(Rider any age except for childs classes) 

Leading Rein Show Hunter Pony 12hh and under 

(rider to be 5 years and under 8 years) 

First Ridden Show Hunter Pony not exceeding 

12.2hh (rider to be 5 and under 12 years of age) 

Large Show Pony over 13hh and not exceeding 14hh (Rider 

any age except for childs classes) 

 

Galloway over 14hh and not exceeding 14.2hh (Rider any 

age except for childs classes) 

 

Galloway over 14.2hh and not exceeding 15hh (Rider any 

age except for childs classes) 

 

Small Hack over 15hh and not exceeding 16hh (Rider any 

age except for child’s classes) 

 

Large Hack over 16hh (Rider any age except for childs 

classes) 
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 6. 
 
 

 
 6.6 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 6.11 
 
 
 
 
 
 6.12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 6.13 

AUSTRALASIAN SHOW 
HORSE AND RIDER 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

Representative 
Selection 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Judge Selection 

 

 

 

 

Workouts 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

6.6 Representative Selection 

The selection of State representatives will be the sole responsibility of the State Branch concerned and entries 
must be lodged by the competitor by the closing date of the event. 

The winner, runner-up and third place getter in the open show horse, open show hunter, First Ridden, Leading 

Rein and open rider classes and junior/child’s classes from state qualifying events will be invited to compete at the 

Australasian Show Horse Championships. The 4th placegetter in these classes will not be a reserve for these 

sections.  

In the event that a competitor has more than one horse in a class, the rider will be permitted to ride multiple 

horses, however if at the request of the judges or organising committee that a "go around" is required for all 

classes then another rider will need to be elected. The nominated rider must adhere to the age restrictions of the 

class. 

6.11  

A horse competing in the Junior/Childs, First Ridden, and/or Open Show Horse, Show Hunter and Leading Rein 

must be ridden by a member from the State or Territory that the horse is representing. The state in which you 

compete in the HOTY is the state that you must represent at the Australasian Show Horse and Rider 

Championships in that calendar year 

6.12.3  

When selecting Judges for the Australasian Show Horse and Rider Championships, the nominated Judge must be 

on the Equestrian Australia National Judges Panel and have judged at a minimum of one Horse of the Year Shows. 

Whilst fulfilling these appointments they should have covered a range of classes including Open Show Horse, 

Open Show Hunter, First Ridden, Leading Rein, Rider and Childs/ Junior classes. The judges’ experience should 

reflect the prestige of the event they are required to judge. A judge appointed to the Australasian Show Horse and 

Rider Championships must not have judged Show Horse/Show Hunter classes, Rider classes, Child’s classes, First 

Ridden, or Leading Rein classes at a State Horse of the Year, New Zealand Horse of the Year or any Australian 

Royal Show the current year. Nor have judged at the ASH&RC in the preceding 5 years. 

6.13 Workouts 

Workouts must be provided to all competitors in riding Championships, First Ridden and Leading Rein classes at 

least 24 hours prior to the competition. 
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7. SHOW HORSE 
JUDGING SYSTEM 

The rule as it reads 

presently is not clear.  

Should a scorer be 

unable to attend an 

event at short notice, 

anyone not familiar 

with the scoring 

system would be 

unable to interpret 

the method of 

scoring as it is 

currently written. 
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7. SHOW HORSE 
JUDGING SYSTEM 
(Continued) 

 

 



Equestrian Australia Show Horse Committee – Rule Review 
(For implementation 1 JANUARY 2025) 

RULE REVIEW – EA NATIONAL SHOW HORSE RULES 8 

 

7. SHOW HORSE 
JUDGING SYSTEM 
(Continued) 
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11 
 
 
 
 
11.7 

ANNEXURE B 
CATEGORIES OF 
SHOW HORSE 
COMPETITION 

First Ridden 

Addition of new 

Show Horse Category 

11.7  First Ridden 

A First Ridden Show/Show Hunter Pony is one which is suitable as the first pony for a child once 
able to ride without a lead rein. It must therefore still be a calm and very well mannered pony with 
suitable paces to give the rider confidence. Ponies not to exceed 12.2hh and the riders must be 5 
years and under 12 years old. The ideal pony will have show quality and type but be safe and 
confidence giving; a pony that will transition from lead rein to open ridden classes. The pony must 
be willing and obedient to the rider's requests. Ponies must be shown in a snaffle bridle and, on the 
circle should only be shown at walk and trot. First Ridden Ponies are not to be cantered on the 
circle. The rider may carry a whip or cane of length not exceeding 75cm. No spurs allowed. 
Cantering is permitted in the workout but should be limited and as part of a very simple workout. 

12 ANNEXURE C – 
Requirements to 
attain EA Show Horse 
Judge Accreditation - 
Table 

 

Equestrian Australia 

(EA) has recently 

reviewed the 

Equestrian Australia’s 

Education Plan with 

Sport Integrity 

Australia (SIA). An 

outcome of this review 

is that it has been 

approved the EA board 

and SIA that any NEW 

officials entering EA 

Officials pathways will 

be required to take the 

ASC General Officiating 

Essential Skills course. 

 

 


